Dorian Gray Compare and Contrast 

Olfa Saleh

Mrs. Timm

12A
March 28, 2013

Olfa Saleh

Mrs. Timm

12A
March 28, 2013 

Outline

I. The Pictures of Dorian Gray

A. Introduction 

1. Graphic Novel

2. Literary Novel 

B. Thesis statement: After reading the graphic and literary novel of Dorian Gray, it was not difficult to compare and contrast them. 

II. Similarities

A. Plot

B. Character

C. Theme

D. Setting

E. Resolution

III. Difference 

A. Dialogue

B. Scene 

IV. Left Out 

A. Chapters 

B. Symbols 

V. Conclusion 
Olfa Saleh

Mrs. Timm

12A
March 28, 2013 

Compare and Contrast Essay

     There are two books for the picture of Dorian Gray .A graphic novel and literary novel. The graphic novel allows you to see the characters in pictures .But, it does not say how the characters feel, and the reader has to conclude from the dialogue and events that occurred how the characters felt after something happened. But, it has a lot of details left out. The literary novel is much easier to understand . It is easier because it is written how the characters feel and all the events are in the book. Nothing is left out.  
     The story is about a twenty years old man that wants to stay young all his life .He  never wants to become old. He then starts to have a very bad soul. Dorian commits a lot of sins because of his disturbed soul. After reading both, the graphic novel and the literary novel of “The Pictures of Dorian Gray”, it was not difficult to compare and contrast them. 

     The story begins when Dorian moves to London .He was very innocent and kind. Then, he met Lord Henry .Immediately, he influenced him. Through the years, Dorian looked very young and beautiful while the portrait of him that was painted when he arrived to London grew older.  He hid the painting because it was not pleasant for the 
eye. He hated it. He felt that it ruined his life. It reflected all of Dorian's sins .He kept it in his attic .It became hideous. As the painting became uglier, Dorian's real personality started to come out and every time he commits a sin it would reflect in the painting.
      In this story, all the chapters are important. In each one, many events happen. Everything in the story has an affect on the main character Dorian .Even his actions and thoughts are influenced by the characters that are surrounding him. Dorian was innocent .He does not have a strong personality. His personality is very weak .He can be controlled easily. In the novel; the portrait plays a big role. It was painted by Basil.Basil was the first person Dorian meets. He is older than Dorian .He cared about him alot .They were very close friends. Because Basil is older than Dorian, he knows more about life than him and he has more experience .Although Dorian used to take Basil's advice, he used to also blame him for what happened to him because he was the one that drew the painting .He says that he is the reason why his behavior changed and he is why he started making sins. Throughout the story, Dorian keeps blaming Basil for the changes that occurred in his life .He does not realize that he only brought out his inner self and he did not change him or his behavior.
     Lord Henry is a rich man. From the first time he saw the painting of Dorian, he liked him and he was attracted to him. When he met him and became more attached to him, he decided that he wants to control him and control his life. Dorian has a weak personality .So , it was easy for Lord Henry to influence him. When he fell in love with an actress named Sybil and wanted to marry her, Lord Henry made him change his mind .She was lied to. Dorian thought that he loves her but then; he realized that 
he did not fall in love with her, he only fell in love with her character in the play. Sybil told her family about her feelings. She told her brother Vane and her mother that she loves Dorian and she wants to marry him. He was her prince charming. She thought that he loves her as well. Dorian committed his first sin. When he told Sybil "You are nothing to me now."  (G, 43).  When he rejected her, she committed suicide .He got over her death very easily. He was not affected by it. When he saw how her death changed the painting, he was scared. Basil warned Dorian and told him that he should not get attached to Lord Henry. But, he did not listen to him and became even closer to him. Then, Dorian's real personality started to show more. 
     This novel shows how people were shallow and superficial during the 20th century. All they cared about is staying young and attractive. They did not care about the personalities. They only cared about wealth .Their lives were all about dancing and having a good time. Dorian was everything a lady wanted to have in a man. He was very affected by the people surrounding him and encouraged by Lord Henry to be like the rest. That is why he made a wish to stay young forever and never grow old.
     As the story continues, Dorian's inner criminal starts to come out. He became a murderer .He did not care about anything. He became worse in the inside .He was doing things without thinking about what people might think or say. He only cared about him self. Dorian decided to stab the painting. His soul was in it. He wanted to have his old life back and end the misery and depression he lived with for the past eighteen years. When he stabbed the portrait, it resulted in stabbing himself because of his soul that lives in it. He then meets his future he was supposed to meet a very long time ago.
     There are some differences between the literary novel and the graphic novel .In the graphic novel, the scenes and the dialogues are slightly different. Everything is rephrased and changed to become shorter and briefer. A lot of lines were rephrased. Some of the scenes were changed to become more appealing.
     Like any other book, when there are two versions of them some of the scenes are always left out. Chapters 6, 9, 11, 17 are left out. They were removed from the story because if they were not, the graphic novel will become longer. Then, it will be less interesting for the reader and more boring.
     There is symbolism in the book. For example, Sybil's brother. His name is Vane. When Dorian leaves him behind after deceiving him, James follows Dorian and that shows that his conscience is following him everywhere. When Vane died in the accident that showed that Dorian can do anything he wants to do because the truth is now ignorant. One of the themes of the story of Dorian Gray is innocence. The white clothes that Dorian used to wear symbolize the innocence of his youth. It is a symbol of how his personality has changed from being pure and innocent to becoming an arrogant ,vain and corrupted person.
     When comparing and contrasting both novels, the graphic and literary novels ,some events remained the same but other did not. The story did not change. The characters and what each character means remained as they are. Even the themes of the story and the plot were the same. What were left out are the small details. Some of 
the details were what made the story interesting. Both novels, the graphic and literary were good. They were both interesting. The literary novel allows the reader to imagine the characters .It is also easier to know how the character is feelings because it is written. The graphic novel is easier to understand. It also shows you the events rather than trying to imagine how it happened. To understand the story more, it is better to read both, literary novel and graphic novel. It helps clarify some of the ideas that were in the story.
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